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Abstract. Trifluoroacetyl group is one of the widely used functionalities in organic synthesis. Its 
incorporation into the molecules provides numerous fluorinated building blocks, such as enones, 
1,3diketones, heterocyclic derivatives. Elimination of the CF3C(O) moiety is usually unexpected and, 
therefore, such process has scarcely been reported in literature [1,2]. In this work, we demonstrate the 
synthetic potential of the detrifluoroacetylation in the construction of symmetrical trisubstituted benzene 
from the 2-ethoxymethylene derivative of fluorinated 3-oxoester (Scheme). The possible mechanism and 
observed pathways of this transformation will be discussed.  
 
 
Figure. Transformations of 3-oxoester and its derivative under detrifluoroacetylation 
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